Physical, Earth, and Space Science Class Syllabus

Mr. Bragg
Contact Information
Room: #240
E-mail: richard.bragg@d11.org


Office Phone/Voicemail: 328-21
Course Description

This class is a lab class, so attendance and participation is essential!!!
Science is an organized way of using evidence to learn about the natural world.  This class is an introduction to physical science.  In this class the student will have the opportunity to learn about the wide variety of fields that make up physical science.  The student will learn skills and processes that scientists use to address problems and make informed decisions about scientific issues. The student will take part in discussions, labs, and demonstrations to complete the following units:
· The Nature of Science (The scientific method and its application)
· Physics: Motion and Forces (Describing motion and forces, Newton’s Laws)

· Physics: Energy (Work, conservation of energy)
· Meteorology (Earth’s atmosphere, water and weather, climate, predicting weather)

· Astronomy (Solar system, waves and electromagnetic radiation, stars, the universe)

· Geology (Earth’s structure, plate tectonics, accessing natural resources, geologic time)

· Chemistry: The Periodic Table (Matter, atoms, elements)

· Chemistry: the Chemical Reaction (How atoms combine)
At the start of each unit the student will receive a colored unit overview sheet, which includes the  state science standards for the unit, unit questions and tasks, reading list, and key people in that field of science.

Grading Policies

The grading scale will be as follows:
A= 90-100%, 
B= 80-89.9%, 
C= 70-79.9%, 
D=60-69.9%, 
F= <60%

Grades will be broken down into the following categories:
Tests = 50%

Notebook = 25%

Assignments/Lab Reports = 25%

Supplies
Each student will be expected to come to class on time and prepared every day!!!
In order to be prepared for class the student will need to bring the following:

Student ID


Science textbook 
Pencil (NO PENS!!!)

Willingness to learn
Science notebook

Positive attitude
Interactive Notebook

Each student will need a spiral notebook that has tear-out sheets that are the standard 8 ½ x 11” in size.  In the pages of this note book the student will: take class notes, attach handouts, and attach completed assignments.  This notebook will be collected periodically by the teacher and graded for organization and completeness.  This notebook will also be used to measure student participation.  If the student participates in class and follows instructions, keeping the notebook up to date should not be a problem.

Late Work

Assignments turned in after the due date will have a letter grade per day penalty.  Late assignments will be accepted for only one week after the due date.  

If the student misses class due to an excused absence, it is the student’s responsibility to speak with me to get the make up work as soon as possible.  To be fair to everyone else in the class, no class time may be used to ask about make-up work.  Students may conference with me at lunch or after school to receive missing work.  Students will have the same amount of time to complete as the rest of the class to complete the assignment, for example, if the class had two days to complete a worksheet, the absent student will have two days from the day they received the worksheet to turn it in.  
Any assignments and/or labs missed due to an unexcused absence will not be accepted and cannot be made up.  If the student misses an assignment due to an unexcused absence they will receive a ZERO for that assignment.  
? FAQs ?
· What are we doing today?
Observe the board and write down the objective and agenda each day prior to bellwork.
· Can we write on this?
Unless otherwise specified, please get in the habit of creating an answer sheet for ALL written work.  It helps save paper and cuts down use of the copy machine.
· How do we head our papers?
Name, Date, Period--- upper right corner.  Title of Assignment--- in the middle
· Where do I turn this in?

Turn work into your designated tray at the front of the room.

· What do we do when we’re done?
Check the day’s agenda.  If finished with all binding work and packet, see me.

· May I use the restroom?
Students will be given a pass sheet at the beginning of each term, this pass sheet contains four passes that students may use to leave the classroom, please see the pass sheet for further details.
· May we go when the bell rings?
Students are not dismissed until I say so…not the bell.  Stay in your seat—do not gather in the doorway.  I will hold the entire class until everyone is IN their seat, not near it.  Also, do not pack up your belongings until I say you may.
· What is my grade?
Grades will be posted on a bi-weekly basis.  Also, you may check your grades with me after school or during lunch.  NOT before class, or during class.  You may also use Zang!e to access you grades from any computer connected to the internet.  
Classroom Etiquette
Be Here!!!

Be on Time!!!

Be in your chair, and ready to begin when the bell rings.

Be Prepared!!!


Be ready to work.


Bring your notebook, book and pencils.


Be ready to learn.

Be Respectful!!!


Listen.

Do not talk while I am talking.

Follow my instructions.


Be Polite.

No Food!!!


Water is acceptable only in covered containers.
AND THE #1 SAFETY RULE…
Do NOT touch anything on the lab tables or demonstration area unless given instructions to do so.
And now for a word from our sponsors…

 Wasson High School Tardy Policy
The following is the new tardy policy determined by the administration of Wasson High School.  It is also the policy that will be enforced in my classroom.

Infraction #1-3 – Teacher requires tardy students to present a tardy ticket before being allowed entry to the classroom and gives the student a verbal warning. 
Infraction #4 & 5– Teacher requires tardy students to present a tardy ticket before being allowed entry to the classroom and assigns the student a 30 minute detention.  The student must serve this detention within one week of assignment in the mini-aud on Tuesday or Thursday either before school (7:05-7:35 AM) of after school (3:06-3:36 PM).  Students may also serve detention of Wednesday before school (7:05-7:35 AM) or during PLC time (2:30-3:00 PM).  Students will be required to arrange transportation so as to attend either detention period he or she may select; detention monitors will record the student’s presence and behavior during the time period and report back to teachers and administrators.  Detention hall behavior expectations are no talking, sleeping, or disruptive behavior of any kind; students are expected to use their time productively in school related work.*
Infraction #6 – The student will be suspended and not readmitted to school until a conference is held with the student and his or her parent(s) or guardian(s).*
Continuing Infractions – Repeat offenders can expect an additional suspension until the problem is resolved or district discipline policy takes effect and results in a review of the individual’s status as a student in Wasson High School and School District 11.  For students identified by age – i.e., those younger than the age of 17 – referral to the courts system may occur.  Other state laws related to school attendance privileges and the student’s responsibility for complying with the expectations of an educational environment may be applied to any students.*  
* Consequences for Failure to Comply: Students who fail to comply with directives to serve an assigned detention for tardy or who disrupt the detention environment will be suspended.  During suspension, students will receive no credit for work assigned and completed.  Tests, projects, or major assessments administered during suspension will receive a grade of zero (0).
RESTORATIVE POLICY:  So that students will have opportunity to earn restoration to good standing, the tardy accounting system will restart at the end of each quarter. The idea is to persuade students they can make good choices, have consistent expectations of students, administrators, and teachers, and provide an opportunity that the building stakeholders will establish practices leading to more effective use of classroom instructional time. 

Other Issues
· Cell phones, iPods, mp3 players, walkmans, CD players and other electronic items, including head phones, are not to be taken into the classroom

· We recommend that they not be brought to school, Portable CD players or other similar items w/speakers are not allowed

· Communication devised, such as cell phone and pagers will be confiscated when they disrupt the learning environment

· Food and drinks (with the exception of water) are not allowed in classrooms

· Games and toys, such as dice, cards, squirt guns, and water balloons which interfere with the educational process are not allowed

· Speech that is indecent, vulgar or demeaning to race or gender is not allowed

· Public display of affection (PDS), which is inappropriate at school, is not allowed.
According to school policy all inappropriate items (ipods, mp3 players, cd players, game systems, etc.) will be confiscated and turned in to the front office.  The student may then pick them up at the end of the school day.
Finally, a note from Mr. Bragg

I have worked hard, investing both my personal time and money, in preparing this class and classroom for you, my students.  I will continue to work hard and put forth my best effort every day to help each and every one of you in being a successful member of my class. In return, I ask that you put forth your best effort every day you come to my class.  In this way we will learn from each other and explore the fascinating world of science.  I thank you in advance and wish you all a great year!!!
I, the student acknowledge that I have read and understand the syllabus for Mr. Bragg’s class.  I agree to the rules and procedures that have been described in this syllabus.  
Printed student name _______________________________________
Signed student name ________________________________________

Date _______________

I, the parent of _____________________________  acknowledge that I have read and understand the syllabus for Mr. Bragg’s class.  I will assist my child in following the rules and procedures that have been described in this syllabus.

Printed parent(s) name ______________________________________

_______________________________________________________
Signed parent(s) name _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________
Date __________________

[image: image1.png]



